How the New Order Might be an Improvement
suppress its rivals. Its methods of doing this may be
tyrannical and cruel, but there are few Christian
bodies whose record entitles them to throw stones
on that account.
Let us make sure that we know the stage which
we have reached in our inquiry. The present
capitalist order is breaking down and we are clearly
at the end of an epoch. A new kind of civilization
is inevitable. We do not label it because we can
only trace the outline of its form. All that we can say
with comparative certainty is that it will be an
attempt to form a classless society, to replace the
private ownership of industry by public ownership,
and to abolish profit.
But will it be a materialistic civilization? That
is the remaining and the crucial question.